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DRIV — fy & Inv = DAAOR? = BACK! 


THE ONLY WAY TO GET HIM 
OFF A CASE IS...TO KILL HIM! 


Don McGregor's hard-boiled private eye Is on 
another violent case. Film noir realism in comics, 
as Gene Colan’s gritty drawings come to life through 
new color techniques and full process separations, 
A 4-Issue mini-series for the direct market 
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WORLD WAR TWO, 
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ME WILLIE, 
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Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
Allow 4+ 6 wks delivery. 
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anew beginning! 
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Now in deluxe format. as 
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"ENERY LIZARD IN THE FLEET KNOWS 
HE HAS LONG ENDURED A DEEP AND 
ABIDING AFSS/OK/ FOR YOU, DIANA. 
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| Now 
DC CHALLENGE is a special issue 
maxi-series available only through 
specialty stores and this subscription ad. 
It features a different writer/artist team on 
each issue, using characters from DC’s 50 year 
history, trying to “stump” the next team with their 
cliffhanger endings. It'll be lots of fun! Can you solve it 
before we do? We'll set aside enough issues to send you 
the entire series, if we receive your order by Sep- 
tember 30, 1985. Any orders received after this date will 
be returned toyou. You may receive your firstissuesina 
batch, depending upon when your order gets pro- 
cessed. Each issue will be sent in a plastic wrapper, 
protected by a cardboard stiffener, so you can save this 
collector's series for years to come. 

TM indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc. © 1985 
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Hurry! | don’t want to miss out on this once 


’ 
/ ina liletime offer, Enclosed is my check for 
4 315.00 for a subscription to DC 
¢? _ (money order or check must be in U.S. Funds). 
7” __ Please add $2.00 if delivered outside U.S.A. Please 
waee7” send books to (print legibly): 


Name 

Account # 

(if current subscriber) 
Address 


City Miele == = Fig 


Make checks payable to DC Comics Inc. Mail this coupon (or a 
hotocopy) today to: DC Comics Subscriptions/Box 1308-F Dept. 
CC’ Fort Lee, NJ 07024. This offer valid through 9/30/85. 
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Ane mW way 
YOU'RE IN 


WEVE HAD 
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WALTER STALKS DONOVAN NA 
@ WAR-TORN MANHATTAN. CAN 
my JULIE AND COMPANY STOP THE 

HULKING LIZARD? DON'T PARE 

MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! 


Dear V-People, 

We would like to compliment you on 
tsaue #6. It wes beautifully put together. 

We loved your characterizations of 
Mike, Ham, and Chris. They were very 
much like the “real'’ ones. 

We have a few suggestions for further 


plots: 
1) Bring Phillip into the comic book. 


personalities. If you can't get to know a 
cheracter, you don't really care what 
happens to him or her. 

4) Have Sean appear in the comic 
from time to time. 

5) Show flashbacks of the unrecord- 
ed year as well as the mini-series and 
the TV series. 

Keep up the excellent work and 
consider our ideas. 

Angie Saunders 
David Phillips 
No Address Given 

We like some of the ideas and will be 
passing them on to Cary. As for the 
, @ friend of ours, 


You've done pretty well on capturing 
the likenesses in the first two or three 
isoues of V, but number five was not 
quite aa good, but it wee still worth 
getting. | don't think you should have 
brought Charles in because he's already 
dead on the show, but I'm sure he'll be 
gone soon. 

| like the part on page five where 
Willie says, “That's one thing I've 
noticed about humans—they’re willing 
to swallow almost anything!” while he 
was eating a bug! 

The idea for Camp Lakka was good 
and you could use it a lot. The force 
feeder idea was “cute.” 


pleasant | see you're still 
relging the dead (Bates, Charles), but 


his! And that V-Busters poster wes tops, 


guys. 
One thing | should point out: Willie is a 
vegetarian. He does not eat spiders. Tod 


Many readers wrote in ebout the 
spider scene and all we can do is say we 
goofed. Sorry about that; but no one is 
perfect, not even DC. 


see 


Dear V-Crew, 

Answer one question for me: What 
doeg V stand for? is it for Visitors, is it for 
Victory, is it the symbol for peace? 

The one thing! can honestly say about 
issue #6 is that the artwork on the cover 
was excellent. The hand of the lizard 
giving the thumbs-down sign and the 
bold Y-insignia combined with the 
burning city and vivid colors pleased me 
very much, The script. however, needed 
a little touching up. Not that it was not 
good and enjoyable, it just kept jumping 
around from acene to scene. Other than 
this, | enjoyed it a lot. 

A few suggestions: 


1) Britig in Donovan's son, Sean. 

2) Show more lizards. issue #6 
featured only one lizard, email at that, on 
page 10. 

3) Add some humor. | loved the scene 
in #1 where Ham ate garbage. 

4) Have Willie or someone eise turn 
on the Freedom Fighters. 

J. Maddox 
1923 East Oklahoma Street 
City and State Undisclosed 

The V symbol stands for all of the 
above, it means different things to 
different people, The cover was design- 
od by Ed Hannigan and executed by 
Denys Cowan and Rick Magyar. Denys 
és currently penciling a two-part flash- 
back story spotlighting Elias thet our 
head-honcho, Dick Giordano, has re- 
quested to ink. 


Dear Visitor Food Morsels, 

C’mon! That has got to be the most 
cornball cover I've ever seen on a comic 
book. A lizard doing the thumbs-down 


| was a bit disappointed with the 


hurt the story. Also, while Diana has 
been finally drawn right, Ham Tyler's 
face was distorted greatly. | shall 


art, you should get A! Williamson to do 
an issue of two. 

On a very high note, the story was 
very magnificent. Naturally, even 
though there is a tremendous volume of 
space in the 60 mothership starfleet, 
they don't have room to do it all, so they 
Set up a few camps around the world. 
The connection to World War Il was 
obvious, although | think V stopped 
being an allegory to that war in The Final 
Battle. 


Gary Olson 

220 Fitzner Drive 

Davison, Mi 48423 

Funny you should mention Al 
Williamson. He was originally siated to 
ink the two-part story mentioned above 
but had to bow out due to previous 
commitments. Someday, if we're lucky, 
he'll have time. 


Dear V-Team, 

V #5 was great. | have one question, 
though. There were six motherships on 
the cover. It has been stated that each 
mothership has about a five-mile 
diemeter. it is impossible to fit all six of 
them onto the cover due to the limited 
amount of land shown, Other than that, 
8a | said before, the Issue was great. 
Keep up the tremendous work and good 
luck! 

Daniel McCole 
930 Atwood Rd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19151 

The cover was entirely symbolic from 
the hand to the burning Manhattan to 
the motherships. Call it artistic license. 
The cover worked, since we had so 
many comments about it. And good luck 
right back at youl 


Dear V-Guys, 

| recently purchased V #5 and | also 
own the other four. They aré great. No, 
superb. The artwork is great and the 
covers are awesome! Don’t listen to the 
others, as they don’t knaw a good comic 


NE Ee ee ee 


whan they see one. | would like to know 

if the characters will be in the WHO'S 

WHO. I am not forgetting the writer, 

Cary Bates, is great! | have never read 

such good stories. Keep up the great 

work. Stay in circulation. 

Shawn Steele 

Rt. 2 Box 11 

Tahlequah, OK 74464 

Sorry to say, the V heroes won't be in 

WHO'S WHO because of contractural 

concerns. Maybe, sometime in the 
future, wa'll do a separate V volume. 
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praising the writing, pencii- 
and editing of V, | 

led to write. | have been afan 
Ince the original mini-series, but! 
disappointed to see 
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ic is even worse than the 
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First of all, the artis simply grotesque. 
Carmine infantino’s renderings of the 
characters were bad enough, since they 
didn't resemble their television coun- 
terparts at all. But Tod Smith is worse, 
since his characters don’t resembie 
anything human. Your readers deserve 
better than this, and | know DC can do 
better, because the art in STAR TREK 
‘includes excellent likenesses of the 


: 


The writing is every bit as poor. Most 
of the plots so far have consisted of one 


- printthem. Actually, did see some com- 
plaints in #5—some readers were upset 
that. you showed Ham Tyler eating 
garbage. Well, | was disgusted by that 
too, but maybe it’s appropriate. After all, 
with the V comic, you seem to have 
found a wey to feed DC's readers 
garbage and make them like it. 

Pat Berry 
Carolina Gardens J-6 


print them. Notice the letters preceed- 
ing yours. People like the cover; no, the 
cover is cornball. Tod Smith draw Diana 
right for the first time in five issues; no, 
the art is terrible. Not everyone is 
satisfied with everything we do, Frankly, 
4 object to your calling the series 
garbage because we try our best to 
produce good, solid stories. Sure, mis- 
takes happen and sometimes they can’t 
be helped. If we didn’t have a monthly 
schedule, there might be more time to 
fix color or art glitches, but more often 
than not, this book comes in and goes 
out of the office in days. 

We are: working with Blatt-Singer on 
the story lines, getting their approvel on 
the plots and finished artwork. My dis- 
cussions with Cary Bates have led to 
what | think are better stories. Kt takes 
time to grow into @ new series, espe- 
cially one based on a weekly television 
program that was in a constant state of 
flux. Characters were coming and going. 
situations were always changing, and 
our lead time never allowed for any- 
thing more than trailing behind. With 
the show now off the air, we hope things 
will improve dramatically. 

Also, most of the cast of the show has 
told us and even convention audiences 
that our comic was superior to the 
weekly series in certain ways. Sorry you 
think it’s garbage. but you're in a very 
small minority. The mail on this book is 
very heavy and each month | wede 
through nearly 100 letters to come up 
with a representative letter column. We 
won't print just rave mail, that’s not 
DC’s style. When we make mistakes, we 
admit to them. Not averybody likes 
everything. Hopefully you will agree that 
things have gotten better, even by your 
strict standards. 


Doar Cary, Marv, and the whole gang, 

I'd just like to say thanks for V the 
comic book. I'm writing this letter about 
a week after the final episode was aired, 
V was ... ia ... my favorite television 
series and | think you are carrying on the 
name quite well, 

Issue #5 wes excellent. | think the 
series has improved since the first 
issue. | considered dropping the title 
from my collection because the story 
lines didn't interest me very much. But! 
think you've gotten better with both plot 
and art ... well, the art was above 

for #4 and 6, but Carmine 
Infantino is the one/ 

Please show more of Willie. He was 
alweys one of my favorite characters 
and | think he deserves more attention, 
And while | think of it, what happened 
on the cover? You indicated that Tony 
DeZuniga was the inker when it wes 
actually Alfredo Alcala. Oh, well, 
nobody's perfect. 

One more thing. | have a suggestion 
for a new title for the letter page. "V- 
Views” or “V-iews.” What do you think? 

Long live V from DCI May it have a 
long and fruitful lifel 

Shaun P. Barry 
36 Williston Ave. 
Easthampton, MA 01027 


As we indicated a few months back 
Alfredo stepped in at almost the last 
minute when Tony was unable to ink the 
issue. However, by then the cover was 
already being separated. 

4 new letter column title? A few other 
readers suggested we change the name 
from V-Mail to something new. if we 
decide to change the name, we'll hold a 
contest as soon as we find the right 
prize. Meantime, | kinda like the current 
title. 


Dear V-Team, 

| just read #5. All in all, V has been a 
great comic. But the artwork was 
terrible on this one. You've just been 
slacking off. 

Now about the issue, The lizarde at 
Camp Lakka are going to dissect Kyle? 
Meagan is going to blow up the mother- 
ship (couldn't he just blow up Diana and 
leave the mothership alone)? | think the 
best scene was page 14, panels 3-8. 
Terrific! Ham Tyler doesn’t look like a 
spiffy lizard on page 15, panel two, But 
he certainly does a good act on pages 168 
& 17. 

Matthew Anderson 
1485-8 Front Street 
East Meadow, NY 11654 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


Next month, Donovan is stalked 
through Manhattan by a crazed killer 
lizard, Will the Resistance be able to 
help him? Will Mayor Stein have the 
resources to pull New York away from 
the lizards? Come back in a month to see 
how Cary, Carmine, and Tony wind this 
one up. 

Elsewhere, it’s a busy month for OC’s 
SF comics. STAR TREK #19 hes @ 
special story written by Walter Koenig. 
It’s called “Chekov’s Choice” and is & 
must-read for all Trek fans. And aleo on 
sale now is the first STAR TREK 
ANNUAL revealing—for the first time— 
Captain Kirk's firet mission aboard the 
Enterprise st the beginning of the five- 
year mission. Then there’s OMEGA 
MEN, which has lovely art and @ story 
that is winding up towards @ major 
climax in the ANNUAL next month, This 
is @ series worth looking at. And in the 
far-flung future, there are new Legion- 
naires in LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES. 
Check out who's in and who's gone. 

Finally, this month has CRISIS #7. 
Supergirl is dead and how that happen- 
ed is revealed in this 40-page extrava- 
ganza, We also reveal who the Monitor 
is and what his connection to the Anti- 
Monitor is all about. Find out what 
Pariah’s ultimate sin was and the origin 
of Harbinger. This one has it all, from 
Marv Wolfman, George Pérez, Jerry 
Ordway, and Dick Giordano. Miss this 
notl 

Until next time, keep those cards and 
comments coming. Stay smiling and, es 
always, preta-na-ma. 

—Bob Greenberger 


SELL CARDS & GIFTS FROM FREE SALES ALBUM! 


GO, GO, GO... WITH CAPTAIN “O"! 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Olympics FREE full- 
color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH — $1.00 for 
every item sold! It's easy to earn PRIZES or 


you pay nothing...owe nothing... return 
nothing! You get full membership information 
and all sales material FREE! 

SODON'T WAIT! Call our Captain"O” operator 


TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, address 
and zip code TODAY! 


OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 
Dept. 85NC7 Enfield, CT 06082 


CASH by selling Imprinted Christmas Cards and 
Stationery, All Occasion Cards and Gifts from 
Olympic’s FREE 1985 Sales Album! 

Show your Sales Album to friends, relatives, 
neighbors. Anyone’s a prospect! With Olympic, 


BOA CADEMY s 
36 hems NYLON BACKPACK TE! 


Sell 18 Items 


Sell 7 items ops: 
a KODAK “WINNER® 

ae POCKET INSTAMATIC 
CAMERA OUTFIT 


Sell 13 tems 


Sell 18 tems SNO-SURF 
2 Sell 10 hems 


GIRLS’ 
FASHION 
Sell 16 lems 


‘STONE 


MAGIC SHOW SET 
Soll 12 Items 


; SOLAR- 
NOMAD 
POCKET 
DAY PACK CALCU: 


PORTABLE TV. MARKER SET 
Sell 60 tems SeilG items Sell 8 Items 


Ask for 
Ruth 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “O" 

operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
address and ZIP 
CODE to us. 


™ Service available in 48 
United States and Puerto 
Rico, Alaska and Hawaii 
please reply by mail. 


* PLEASE. . .operatorscan take 
name and address only... 
CANNOT answer 
questions)" 


All I wanted 
to do that night 
was go to sleep. 
lam an early- 
morning riser, as longtime 
readers of this column know. 
When I'm on the road at comic 
conventions, I generally stay up late, 
but I still get up early. So I usually am 
very tired. The San Diego show, being 
the longest (and three time zones 
away), also leaves me the weariest. 
Well, 1983 was no different and all I 
really wanted was to get some sleep. 

It was pushing 2 am when! walked 
into the lobby of the Executive Hotel. 
As I started towards the elevator I was 
charged at by a thundering herd of 
maddened animals. Actually, it was a 
couple of my writers—good-natured 
folks like Mark Evanier, Len Wein,and 
Marv Wolfman. They certainly seemed 
excited by something. Well, as Mark 
explained, they came up with an idea 
for 4 new series and had waited in the 
hope of telling me about it and 
soliciting my approval. 

I, however, could think only of that 
nice large bed a few floors up. 

That, alas, was not to be. The 
thundering herd jumped onto the 
elevator with me and took me up... but 
past my floor. We went straight to the 
roof and Mark explained that it was 
there they had the brainstorm. I stiffled 
4 yawn and said, “OK, give me the 30, 
second version.” 

Mark, Len,and Marv began 
explaining it to meall atonce. I held up 
a hand. “Oneof you. Mark.” Taking the 
cue, Mark launched into his 
explanation about 4 series which 
would be designed for one writer to top 
the next over 12 issues. They had 
already come up with a title, THE DC 
CHALLENGE (Hmm, nice sound to 
that) and decided it was the biggest 
thing to happen since Krypton blew 
up. 

They kept on and on about how 
wonderful and original the concept 
was and how it'd never been done 
before! I kept thinking back to the bed 
now just a few floors below me. 

“Sure. We'll do it. But to keep things 
straight, I'll edit it. Now I'm going to 
sleep.” And so I went, leaving behind 
the sounds of whooping and hollering. 
I discovered later that they had 
decided to throw me off the roof ifI had 
said no. Lucky for me I'm a pushover. 
As I fell asleep, convinced they 
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would forget about it in the morning, 
the series started to take shape. They 
put 12 pencillers’ names ina hatalong 
with 11 writers’ names. Then, pairs 
were pulled out to establish the order. 
Mark knew he had something going 
when his was the first name out of the 
hat. Before the security guard chased 
them off the roof, all 12 teams were 
lined up (with all 11 writers convinced 
they could plot the finale together). 

Before the convention ended, Mark 
had typed up a quick plot and got 
everyone to approve it. I got to see it 
last—or almost last. Still, it was an 
interesting story involving Superman, 
Batman, Wonder Woman, the Riddler, 
Perry White, Jimmy Olsen, and Adam 
Strange. ° 
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Time went on and within two months, 
we worked out all the technica! details 
for the series and work began in 
earnest that fall. The first issue was 
penciled, dialogued, and lettered 
before the end of the year. Shortly after 
the new year began, Len picked up the 
gauntlet and started the second issue. 
By then, however, I knew this wasn’t 
going to come out quickly. The series 
uses so many of our top talents that it 
has to be fit in between their regular 
assignments. 

I also knew that this was going to be 
harder work than a regular comic 
because it entails a lot of coordination. 
I asked newly hired Bob Greenberger 
to work with me as assistant zoo 
keeper. Together, we got the first 
several issues moving along. Alas, just 
as I didn’t have time to edit the series 
by myself, it was painfully obvious I 
couldn't ink it all either, as originally 
planned. 

Eventually, other people who 
immediately said yes that warm 
summer evening or the following few 
days were unable to do their chapter 
when the time came. We made as few 
changes as possible and the final tally 
pretty much resembles the original list. 
Everyone's enthusiasm started 
running high on the project as we 
neared having enough issues 
completed to put iton theschedule. We 
even put together an early sneak 
preview for the third DC SAMPLER last 
fall. 

A few snags cropped up, the sort of 
everyday problems that slow up the 
beat-planned projects. Finally, I knew! 


disappear! 

© Action Comics 572: Three 
complete, all-out action super-talea! 
O Detective Comics 555: Mirror 
Master and Captain Boomerang 
divide Gotham for themselves! 

O World's Finest 320: Can Batman 
cure Superman of the dreams that 
plague him? 

© All-Star Squadron 50: Harbinger 
arrives in 1942, spelling doom and 
change! 


couldn't give the project my best 
attention and turned it entirely over to 
Boh who took up the task with his usual 
burst of boyish enthusiasm. 

And 80 we're ready at last. Around 
mid-August, comic specialty shops 
will be treated to the first phase of the 
DC CHALLENGE in our special deluxe 
format, 

The rules were really very simple. 
Writer A begins the story and the sub- 
plots, leaving Writer B with atleast one 
cliffhanger. Writer B must get out ofthe 
cliffhangers, advance the story and set 
up cliffhangers for Writer C. Part of the 
catch is that writers cannot use the 
characters they are associated with,so 
Mike Barr, for example, couldn't use 
the Outsiders. Also, no new subplot 
could be added without a previous one 
being resolved. Titles were left along 
with the cliffhangers and clues, Each 
writer has picked up the CHALLENGE 
with a great deal of enthusiasm only to 
call back a few days later wondering 
why they ever said yes in the first 
place. 

I've seen the first half so far and it 
looks like a great deal of fun. So much 
so that I was determined to be a part of 
this and have agreed to ink one 
chapter. 

For the record-keepers out there, 
hore is the line-up: 

1. Mark Evanier, Gene Colan & Bob 
Smith 

2. Len Wein, Chuck Patton & Mike 
DeCarlo 

3. Doug Moench, Carmine 
Infantino & Bob Smith 

4. Paul Levitz, Gil Kane & Klaus 
Janson 

5. Mike W. Barr, Dave Gibbons & 
Mark Farmer 

6. Elliott S! Maggin, Dan Jurgens & 
Larry Mahlstedt 

7. Paul Kupperberg, Joe Staton & 
Steve Mitchell 

8. Gerry Conway, Rick Hoberg & 
Dick Giordano 

9. Roy Thomas, Don Heck & Karl 
Kesel 

10, Dan Mishkin, Curt Swan & Terry 
Austin 

11. Marv Wolfman, Keith Giffen & 
Romeo Tanghal 

12. Everyone, George Pérez & Terry 
Austin 

Looks like a lot of fun, doesn't it? Why 
don’t you try the first issue and see if 
you can solve it before we do. One hint: 
we're all making it up as we go along, 
so nothing may be as it seems! 

Thank you and good afternoon. 
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0 V™ 9: A wrap-up issue as the action 
shifts to New York and the fighting 
intensifies! 

© Star Trek® Annual 1:Captain Kirk's 
firat mission aboard the U.S.S 
Enterprise—revealed at last! 

O Nathaniel Dusk fl 1:Summer, 1934, 
and Dusk finds himself the object of a 
murderer! 

DO Legion of Super-Heroes Annual 1: Is 
4 serial murderer loose in the 30th 
century? A murder mystery! 
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They're the most awesome heroes 


fighting the most despicable villains 


in a universal struggle for power. 
And they're yours in this incredible 
collection of twelve action figures. 
Just squeeze ‘em. Each has its own 
power action. Superman punches. 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
enciess battle of the Super Powers 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? 
You decide! 
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